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Coyotes, Peregrine, Invasive Weeds and More at  

University of Nature, Saturday, October 7 

 

PHILADELPHIA, PA – The Schuylkill Center offers the University of Nature, its day of adult learning, on 

October 7, with workshops on urban coyotes, peregrine falcons, environmental art, politics and media, 

and restoring your yard or garden.  

 

“Few topics have grabbed people’s 

attention like the recent appearance of 

coyotes in Philadelphia,” said the Schuylkill 

Center’s Mike Weilbacher. “So we are 

offering a roundtable discussion on the 

creature to kick off the morning.”  At 10 

a.m., Weilbacher moderates a discussion 

featuring nature writer Billy Brown and the 

Game Commission’s Dan Lynch. 

 

In addition, photographer and writer Doug 

Weschler shares his knowledge and 

stunning photographs on the 

once-endangered peregrine falcon—the world’s fastest bird—and discusses its stunning comeback in 

Philadelphia, where they’ve even been found nesting on a steeple in Manayunk.  The Center’s Andrew 

Kirkpatrick leads a restoration ecology workshop on how to transform your yard into an eco-friendly 

habitat. 

 

On the humanities side, Temple’s Patrick Murphy, Ph.D. musters theory, fieldwork, and research to map 

how the media draws the cultural boundaries of environmental imagination. Why does mass media push 

us to “save the whales,” for example, but not fish, which are also struggling? Ellie Irons, featured in the 

Schuylkill Center’s new art exhibition Anthrobotanical, leads a hands-on workshop processing invasive 

weeds into watercolors while exploring movement and plant-based storytelling; her workshop 

culminates in a group painting. 

 

http://www.schuylkillcenter.org/art/?page_id=13
mailto:anna@schuylkillcenter.org
http://www.schuylkillcenter.org/blog/event/university-of-nature-3/


“The Schuylkill Center is growing a community of adults who come to learn about nature and the 

environment,” continued Weilbacher, “and University of Nature is the centerpiece of this important 

effort.” 

 

University of Nature will be hosted at the Schuylkill Center’s Visitor Center on October 7th from 10am - 
2pm. Pre-registration is required. Find out registration details and more on our website. 
 
About the Schuylkill Center for Environmental Education 
The Schuylkill Center was founded in 1965 as the nation’s first urban environmental education center. 
Its 340-acres of fields and forests serve as a living laboratory to foster appreciation, deepen 
understanding, and encourage stewardship of the environment.  Reaching over 36,000 Philadelphia-area 
residents each year, the Schuylkill Center offers a diverse collection of educational programs, including 
programs for school, continuing education for teachers, Pennsylvania’s first Nature Preschool, and a full 
calendar of events for the public.  For more information: www.schuylkillcenter.org. 
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